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her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When

Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned

it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the

hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy

feet, see kings of mickle might,.When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives."

Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats

dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord

Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what

she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and

give him this my letter.".So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him

that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked,

but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself

before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of

favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit

was broken), and related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with

speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee

away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.The company

marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir,

'What was that?' And he said,.168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii.

116..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to

that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When

they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the

burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood

among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding

wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet

fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a

propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was

grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and

kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on

him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold

of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..When the

messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and

drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which

thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the

softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that

which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.14. The Mouse

and the Weasel cl.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto

ye replied,.Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they

pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which

he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else,

and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where

they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for

that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and

abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to

the chase and to the stopping of the way.
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