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surgery, he still wore this Boris Karloff face..By eleven months, his vocabulary had expanded to nineteen words, by Agnes's count: an age when even a precocious child
usually spoke three or four at most..Few people will spend the greater part of their youth in school, struggling to obtain the education required for a medical specialty, unless
they have a passion to heal. Franklin Chan was a healer, whose passion was the preservation of vision, and Agnes could see that his anguish, while a pale reflection of
hers, was real and deeply felt..Along Junior's hairline, on his cheeks, his chin, and his upper lip, a double score of hard little knots had risen, angry red and hot to the touch.
Having previously experienced a particularly vicious case of the hives, Junior realized this was something new-and worse. To the pilot, he replied, "Allergic reaction.".So
many stops, too little time at each, a dazzle of Christmas trees decorated every one to a different taste, offers of butter cookies and hot chocolate or lemon crisps and
eggnog, morning chats in bright kitchens steeped in wonderful cooking odors and-in the chillier afternoon good wishes exchanged in front of hearth fires, gifts accepted as
well as given, cookies taken in trade for pecan cakes, "Silver Bells" and "Hark How the Bells" and "Jingle-Bell Rock" on the radio: Therewith they arrived at three o'clock in
the afternoon, Christmas Eve, their deliveries completed before Santa's had begun..Although the piano was at some distance and the restaurant was a little noisy, Kathleen
recognized the tune at once. She looked up from her veal, her eyes full of merriment..The air was cool but not yet cold. A faint breeze smelled of the sea beyond the
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hill..The owner, also the pilot on this trip, was pleased to be paid cash in advance, in crisp hundred-dollar bills, rather than by check or credit card. He accepted payment
hesitantly, however, and with an unconcealed grimace, as though afraid of contracting a contagion from the currency. "What's wrong with your face?".As if he'd been
presented with many previous photos under these circumstances, Jonas Salk accepted the picture. "Your daughter?".What didn't come as a surprise to Paul was Agnes's
determination that the Whites, during their period of lying low, should stay with her and Barty..Nevertheless, his sense of violation grew as he paced these now songless
rooms, mystified and frustrated. On April 19, the unmanned Surveyor 3, after landing on the lunar surface, began transmitting photos to Earth, and when Junior stepped out
of his morning shower, he again heard the eerie singing, which seemed to arise from a place more distant, more alien, than the moon..His mouth was dry when he said to
Angel, "Well, it seems pretty magical to me-that flipped-coin trick.".During the rest of that first year, he walked to Palm Springs and back, a round trip of more than two
hundred miles, and north to Santa Barbara..The rocking chair stopped squeaking under her. She heard the sincerity in Vinnie's voice, and as her disbelief dissolved, she
was shocked into immobility. She whispered, "My little superstition.".Celestina finally zipped shut the satchel. "You better watch out for the big bad wolf.".The window didn't
face the street. It overlooked a five-foot-wide passageway between this house and the next. The police might not spot him leaving..He turned from the cowering girl and
studied the boy, who stood a few steps inside the room, holding a can of soda in each hand. The artificial eyes were convincing, but they didn't possess the knowing look
that so troubled him in the strange girl.."Why? What was he going to get out of it?".Polio, largely an affliction of younger children, had stricken her two weeks before her
fifteenth birthday. Thirty years ago..Junior's fear gave way to an appreciation for the irony in this situation. Gradually, he regained the ability to smile, tossed the coin in the
air, caught it, and dropped it in his pocket.."Would you pretend to wake up if I tried to smother you?" asked Detective Vanadium..Like all ICU waiting rooms, where Death
sits patiently, smiling in anticipation, this lounge was clean but drab, and the utilitarian furnishings didn't pamper, as though bright colors and comfort might annoy the
ascetic Reaper and motivate him to cut down more patients than otherwise he would have done..In the face of his kindness, however, she couldn't refuse his request. She
nodded..She worried that he would need to go to the bathroom during the night and that, half asleep, he might turn the wrong way, toward the stairs, and fall. Three times
they paced off the route from the doorway of his room to the hall bath. She would have walked it a hundred times and still not been satisfied, but Barty said, "Okay, I've got
it."."I'm interested in one of the smaller Griskins," said Junior, managing to appear calm, although his mouth was dry with fear and his mind spun with crazy images of the
maniac cop, dead and rotting but nevertheless lurching around San Francisco..after he is rolled onto his back by his father, now, here, roses by the fistful jammed in his
face, crushed and ground.As luck would have it," the nun said, "Dr. Lipscomb was in the when it happened. He'd just delivered another baby under.The guy was carrying a
purse, whatever that meant, and when he walked through the door, he had a goofy look on his face, but his expression changed when he saw Junior.."Come with me," Paul
Damascus said at once. "To Bright Beach. It is far away from San Francisco, and he'd never think of looking for you there. Why would he? You've no connection to the
place. I've got a house with enough room. You're welcome. And you wouldn't be among strangers.".Junior's agony might have made him howl like a cankered dog or might
even have dropped him to his knees if he hadn't used the pain to fuel his anger. His knobby countenance was so sensitive that the light breeze flailed his skin as cruelly as if
it had been a barbed lash. Empowered by rage even more beautiful than his countenance was monstrous, he crossed the parking lot, looking through car windows in the
hope of seeing keys dangling from an ignition..The boy never mentioned what he'd done, and his mother ceased worrying about him falling out of bed..His Country Squire
laden with cookies, plum cakes, homemade caramel corn with almonds, and gifts, Edom drove directly home from Obadiah Sepharad's place, which had been their final
stop. He roared away as if trying to outrun tornadoes and tidal waves..able to reconcile these opposed forces, she was all but paralyzed by indecision..Clearly, the musician
recognized him, which seemed unlikely, even extraordinary, considering that they'd never spoken to each other, and considering that Junior must be only one of thousands
of customers who had passed through that lounge in the past three years..mouth was turned down in half a frown. From the corner of her lips oozed a stream.She.
Heretofore, Celestina hadn't given a thought to the gender of the baby, because, to her, it had been less a person than a thing..A stab of horror punctured Celestina as she
failed to repress a mental image of a carnival-sideshow monster, half dragon and half insect, coiled in her sister's womb. She hated the rapist's child but was appalled by
her hatred, for the baby was blameless..Grinning but with an odd edge of concern in his expression that Celestina could see even through her tears, Wally said, "Does that
mean you ... you will?".Golden lamplight gilded the front windows downstairs. He would sit with Victoria on the living-room sofa, sipping wine as they got to know each other.
She might tell him to call her Vicky, and maybe he'd ask her to call him Eenie, the affectionate name Naomi had given him when he wouldn't tolerate Enoch. Soon, they
would be necking like two crazy kids. Junior would disrobe her on the sofa, caressing her smooth pliant body, her skin buttery in the lamplight, and then he would carry her,
naked, to the dark bedroom upstairs..The walls were barren. The only art in these rooms was a single sculpture. Junior was taking university extension courses in art
appreciation and almost daily haunting the city's countless galleries, constantly deepening and refining his knowledge. He intended to refrain from acquiring a collection until
he was as expert on the subject as any director of any museum in the city..To achieve certain narrative effects, I've fiddled slightly with the floor plan and the interior design
of St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco. In this story, the characters who work at St. Mary's are fictional and are not modeled after anyone on the staff of that excellent
institution, either past or present..Lifted from his despair by this exhilarating wrath, Junior turned away from the mirror, looking for the bright side once more. Perhaps it was
the bathroom window..Amused, Wally said, "You artists do love to dramatize-or have I forgotten the San Francisco blizzard of '65?".Later, in early '66, out of his coma and
recovering sufficiently to have visitors, Vanadium spent a most difficult hour with his old friend Harrison White. Out of respect for the memory of his lost daughter, and not at
all out of concern for his image as a minister, the reverend had refused to acknowledge either that Seraphim had been pregnant or that she'd been raped-although Max
Bellini had already confirmed the pregnancy and believed, based on cop's instinct, that it had been the consequence of rape. Harrison's attitude seemed to be that Phimie
was gone, that' nothing could be gained by opening this wound, and that even if there was a villain involved, the Christian thing was to forgive, if not forget, and to trust in
divine justice..Judging by his great pleasure in learning, Barty didn't feel robbed of anything. To him, the world was an orange of infinite layers, which he peeled and savored
with increasing delight..The way one does research into nonexistent history is to tell the story and find out what happened. I believe this isn't very different from what
historians of the so-called real world do. Even if we are present at some historic event, do we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until we can tell it as a story? And for
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events in times or places outside our own experience, we have nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in memory, which is a
form of imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing reality is entirely up to us, dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from memory,
only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it to tell a story we want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it loses its reality,
becomes a fake. To bring the past along with us through time in the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people march along with
the baggage wagons..The round table seated six, but they required only three chairs, because the two brainless friends were a pair of Angel's dolls..The night seemed to be
longer than a Martian month. Agnes dozed, fitfully, waking more than once, sweaty and shaking, from a dream in which her son was taken from her in pieces: first his eyes,
then his hands, then his ears, his legs.....Easter still lay a few weeks away, but already Celestina had begun decorating more than a hundred baskets, so that nothing would
need to be done at the last minute except add the candy. Her living room was a warren of baskets, ribbons, bows, beads, bangles, shredded cellophane in green and purple
and yellow and pink, and decorative little plush-toy bunnies and baby chicks..Twice would indicate a dangerous mania. Three times would be indefensible. But once was
healthy experimentation. A learning experience.."Doesn't look so spooky to me." She turned the knave of spades so the baby could see it. "Does he scare you,
Barty?".Returning his attention to his own shoes, Jacob said, "So ... what am I supposed to do about this?".Now Barty peered at the card, smacked his lips, smiled, and
said, "Ga." With a flatulent squawk of the butt trumpet, he soiled his diaper,."Why should I care whether you have any peace?" she asked, and she seemed to be listening to
a woman other than herself..No matter. He was a future-focused, focused man. The past is for losers. No, wait, humility is for losers. "The past is the teat that feeds those
too weak to face the future." Yes, that was the line from Zedd that Junior had stitched on a needlepoint pillow..Angel was adamant: "Nope. I could learn that. Like dressing
myself and saying thank-you."."Your forgiveness won't make any of it right," he said, "nothing could, but it might start to give me a little peace.".Tom was aware that
something had happened here during the past week, an important development that Celestina mentioned on the phone but that she declined to discuss. He didn't harbor
any expectations of what he'd find when she escorted him and Wally into the Lampion dining room, but if he'd tried to imagine the scene awaiting him, he wouldn't have
pictured a s?ance..He was a patriotic guy, and he preferred American rock to the British brand. He had nothing against the English, no prejudices against people of any
nationality. Nevertheless, he believed that the American Top 40 ought to feature American music exclusively.."Who?" she shouted, though they were perched side by side
on a black-leather love seat..Turning in circles, he tipped his head back, presenting his face to the streaming sky, laughing..Curious to know what Neddy had said, Junior
quickly approached the same gallery staffer. "Excuse me, but I've been looking for my friend ever so long in this mob, and then I saw him talking to you-the gentleman in the
London Fog and the tux-and now I've lost him again. He didn't say if he was leaving, did he? He's my ride home."."Honey," Angel said to her daughter, "show us that game
you were just playing with Koko. Show us, honey. Come on. Show us. Show us."."And after Phimie was gone ... he still hoped to learn the rapist's name, put him in prison.
But then something changed his mind ... oh, maybe two years ago. Suddenly, he wanted to let it go, leave judgment to God. He said if the rapist was as twisted as Phimie
claimed, then Angel and I might be in danger if we ever learned a name and went to the police. Don't stir a hornet's nest, let sleeping dogs he, and all that. I don't know what
changed his mind.".One, two, three, four-Edom took away all the remaining pies. He pointed at Barty and then at the empty table..Agnes wanted to reach out and touch him,
but she found that she didn't have the strength to raise her arm. She was no longer holding her belly, either. Both hands lay at her sides, palms up, and even the simple act
of curling her fingers required surprising effort and concentration..A fine carpenter can wield a hammer with an economy of movement and accuracy as elegant as the
motions of a symphony conductor with a baton. A cop directing traffic can make a rough ballet out of the work. However, of all the humble tasks that men and women can
transform into visual poetry by the application of athletic agility and grace, clambering into a Dumpster holds the least promise of beautification.."I said it didn't work that
way, and it doesn't. Yet ... I don't actually walk in those other worlds to avoid the rain, but I sort of walk in the idea of those worlds. . . .".In her arms, little Barty burbled
contentedly, unaware that his destiny supposedly included epic love, fabulous riches, and violence..Halos and rainbows loomed in her memory, ominous as they had never
been before.."You know," Tom said when the second round of drinks arrived, "hard as it is to believe, some places never heard of martinis.".Grace, proving again the
aptness of her name, said the one thing most likely, in time, to bring true peace to Celestina. "Remember Bartholomew.".Not one day in anyone's life, so her father taught, is
an uneventful day, no day without profound meaning, no matter how dull and boring it might seem, no matter whether you are a seamstress or a queen, a shoeshine boy or
a movie star, a renowned philosopher or a Downs syndrome child. Because in every day of your life, there are opportunities to perform little kindnesses for others, both by
conscious acts of will and unconscious example. Each smallest act of kindness-even just words of hope when they are needed, the remembrance of a birthday, a
compliment that engenders a smile-reverberates across great distances and spans of time, affecting lives unknown to the one whose generous spirit was the source of this
good echo, because kindness is passed on and grows each time it's passed, until a simple courtesy becomes an act of selfless courage years later and far away. Likewise,
each small meanness, each thoughtless expression of hatred, each envious and bitter act, regardless of how petty, can inspire others, and is therefore the seed that
ultimately produces evil fruit, poisoning people whom you have never met and never will. All human lives are so profoundly and intricately entwined-those dead, those living,
those generations yet to come-that the fate of all is the fate of each, and the hope of humanity rests in every heart and in every pair of hands. Therefore, after every failure,
we are obliged to strive again for success, and when faced with the end of one thing, we must build something new and better in the ashes, just as from pain and grief, we
must weave hope, for each of us is a thread critical to the strength-to the very survival-of the human tapestry. Every hour in every life contains such often-unrecognized
potential to affect the world that the great days for which we, in our dissatisfaction, so often yearn are already with us; all great days and thrilling possibilities are combined
always in this momentous day..This trick, however, was far more difficult than walking where the rain wasn't. Sustaining vision took both a mental and physical toll from
him..Through her efforts, the Bright Beach Public Library sponsored an amibitious oral-history project financed by two private foundations and by an annual strawberry
festival. Local retirees were enlisted to record the stories of their lives, so that their experiences, insights, and knowledge wouldn't be lost to generations yet unborn..In a
pocket of his smock was his letter to Reverend Harrison White. He hadn't sealed the envelope, because he intended to read to Perri, his wife, what he'd written, and include
any corrections she suggested. In this, as in all things, Paul valued her opinion..Pity warmed the physician's ascetic face. "You loved your wife very much, didn't
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you?".Having settled on the sofa with Agnes and Barty, prepared to serve comfortably in the role of quiet observer, Edom was alarmed to have suddenly become the
subject of conversation. He was also alarmed to be called "son," because in his thirty-six years, the only person ever to have addressed him in that fashion had been his
father, dead for a decade yet still a terror in Edom's dreams..Gore made him sick. He refused to attend movies that dwelt on the consequences of violence, and he had
even less of a stomach for blood in real life.."Not only coal miners. Old as you are in some ways, you're still too young for me to explain. I will someday.".He was having
difficulty focusing his attention on the problem at hand. Through his mind, odd and disconnected thoughts rolled like slow, greasy, eye-of-the-hurricane waves on an
ominous sea..Chicane packed the ice against Junior's thighs. "Severe spasm causes inflammation. Twenty minutes of ice alternating with twenty minutes of massage, until
the worst passes.".A sense of fellowship in extraordinary times drew everyone closer, to hug, to touch, to share the wonder. For a long moment, even in the symphony of
the storm, in spite of all the plink-tink-hiss-plop-rattle that arose from every rain-beaten work of man and nature, they seemed to stand here in a hush as deep as Tom had
ever heard..Many police agencies required an officer to carry a firearm even when off duty. If the Oregon State Police had no such rule, Vanadium most likely carried one
anyway, because in his crazy-as-a-snake mind,.On the short return trip to the ophthahnologist, Agnes crazily considered driving past Chan's office building, cruising
onward--ever onward-into the sparkling December night, not just back to Bright Beach, where the bad news would simply come by phone, but to places so far away that the
diagnosis could never catch up to them, where the disease would remain unnamed and therefore would have no power over Barty.
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