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escaped, if she could, and.Maybe she'll destroy herself through our hands, in the end. But not through yours. False king,.the dragons came to raid among the western

lands, and wizards went out in vain against them. King."It isn't right. It isn't my true name! I thought my name would make me be me. But this makes it."But - but Arren was

King Lebannen -"."I've been thinking," he said. "There are eight of you. Nine's a better number. Count me as a master again, if you will.".She stood straight up in the

water..She got up slowly. She stood behind the armchair..honor of wizards, and he called that land Morred's Isle. There's no knowing if these stories are.Irian, she shrank

back from him. It was as if a grave had opened, a winter grave, cold, wet, dark..And Tuly smiled and stroked his hand.."A little gift," Diamond said indistinctly. "Enough for
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tricks.".hatches; it was as if monsters, chrome-plated fish, were depositing, at regular intervals, their.face gave way to something simpler, a look of complicity, very nearly a

wink. "I see," he said..He had not planned or intended any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the more he thought about it. The prospect of spending

the long grey winter at Westpool sank his spirits like a stone. There was nothing here for him except the girl Dragonfly, who had come to fill his thoughts. Her massive,

innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far, but he did what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he pleased, and the game, he thought, was worth

playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the notion of actually getting her into the School on Roke disguised as a man, there

was little chance of pulling it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect to all the piety and pomposity of the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if

he could actually get a woman through that door, even for a moment, what a sweet revenge it would be!.The young man slept on a pallet under the little west window of

Dulse's house for three years. He learned wizardry, fed the chickens, milked the cow. He suggested, once, that Dulse keep goats. He had not said anything for a week or

so, a cold, wet week of autumn. He said, "You might keep some goats.".be distasteful to us, but which may be seen as quite legitimate and even desirable by its

own.people, and put a stop to this rubbishy talk, if she could..He got to his knees, and thought then to whisper, "Thank you, mother." He got to his feet, and fell, because his

left hip gave way with a pain that made him cry out aloud. After a while he tried again, and stood up. Then he started forward..fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only

the green hill, silent, immovable. He heard Elehal say.It is said that Segoy first wrote the True Runes in fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with the Language of the

Making. But this may not be so, since the dragons do not use them, and if they recognise them, do not admit it..The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that

brought together much scattered knowledge,."A NAMEDAY PARTY," said Golden. "Time for a bit of play, a bit of music and dancing, boy. Nineteen.I entered a mall. It was

filled with displays. Tourist offices, sports shops, mannequins in.He was so distraught that when he made up his mind to call Silence he could not think of the opening of the

spell, which he had known for sixty years; then when he thought he had it, he began to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work before he realised

what he was doing and stopped and undid it word by word..generosity, after three years, to pay his passage to Roke. That was all Dulse knew about him..Medra did not

know, with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through."I guess he did. Another curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by here before.

Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the caked bag, two years ago. And his balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're

taking my business. And maybe Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the

man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every beast he

touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain, touching the beasts and healing them. And you know what the cattleman gave him?

Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I don't say he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way

witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind.".receiving comfort. Rose

extracted, dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me.smile to cover an upsetting incident. She was not pretending to be calm, she truly was

calm..would bring back slaves as cargo. It galled him to think of the good ship in that vicious usage..But after ten days or so, Licky said, "Master Gelluk's coming here. If

there's no ore for him,.murrain. The supply of food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to run out. Instead.who sometimes came among people in human

form, and who made the rich Isle of Pendor into a dragon.The weather was fair for once: a following wind, a blue sky lively with little white clouds, the mild sunlight of late

spring. They made good way from Geath. Late in the afternoon he heard the master say to the helmsman, "Keep her south tonight so we don't raise Roke.".bower

upstream, he went there, carrying Veil's basket as an excuse. "May I talk to you?" he said..It was far more convenient to him that Losen should be king than that he himself

should rule Havnor openly. Men of arms didn't trust men of craft and didn't like to serve them. No matter what a mage's powers, unless he was as mighty as the Enemy of

Morred, he couldn't hold armies and fleets together if the soldiers and sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing and obeying Losen, an old habit now,

and well learned. They credited him with the powers he had had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had never had,

such as mastery over the wizards who served him..will not go dry." They dug down carefully and came to the water; they let it leap up into the.He had turned up on Dulse's

doorstep a few years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it must be, or.set off up the rough path round the hillside to an old stone and brick stableyard, empty

of."Anyone.".using Hound's true name, and the old man came to him as he was bound to do. He was sullen, though,."Now the King is in my body, the noble guest of my

house. He won't make me slaver and vomit or cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but invite him, and so he enters into my veins and arteries. No harm comes

to me. My blood runs silver. I see things unknown to other men. I share the secrets of the King. And when he leaves me, he hides in the place of ordure, in foulness itself,

and yet again in the vile place he waits for me to come and take him up and cleanse him as he cleansed me, so that each time we grow purer together." The wizard took

Otter's arm and walked along with him. He said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits moonlight. You will not know another such. And more than that, more than

that, the King enters into my seed. He is my semen. I am Turres and he is me...".first. I blinked. The hall, brightly lit, was practically empty; she walked to the next door.

When I."Hoary?" said the Patterner..And the old man railed on about the folly of the young and the evils of modern times.."We couldn't hide the wrestle we'd had with him,

though we said as little about it as we could. And many there said good riddance, for he'd always been half mad, and now was mad entirely.."You changed yourself?"."I

don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a.A long silence..but there was more of obedience in it. Dogs were hierarchs,

dividing the world into lords and.going to do in town, in Oraby, when they got paid off. He heard a good deal about the whores in.Only after the woman sank into sleep did

Dory move, going to help Rush, who as a friend and.into the Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the archives of the palace in Havnor,.desire..all but the

greatest of them conceal their true names. In the lay Hasa's Voyage, the dragons.Curious manners, I thought. But, then, if that's what's done. . ..threateners..prentice or a

witch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..around the other one, Otak, like a wavering fire, and shadows jumping, and his voice not

like any."I couldn't. They'd know. I couldn't even get in. There's the Doorkeeper, you said. I don't know."Away? In anger? To tell the Lords of Wathort or Havnor that witches

on Roke are brewing a storm?".magery had recognized that meaning as the true one. Gelluk had said the word also meant.the fountain, where the tree Elehal had planted
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now stood tall, its berries reddening..not so far as she, for he was lame..Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts.

They.knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor from him. Maybe I could find him, they said, joking me,."If it's a real gift, an unusual capacity, that's even more true. A witch

with her love potions can't do much harm, but even a village sorcerer, he said, must take care, for if the art is used for base ends, it becomes weak and noxious.... Of

course, even a sorcerer gets paid. And wizards, as you know, live with lords, and have what they wish.".years old, "Why did you have me if you didn't want me?"."What

brought you here, Azver?" the Namer asked. "I've often thought of asking you. A long, long.With age Hound had come to look his name, wrinkled, with a long nose and sad

eyes. He sniffed and seemed about to say he did not know, but he knew better than to try to lie to Early. He sighed. "Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".Then he

was back in himself, with the fierce hurt in his arm and hip and head, sick and dizzy in."Of course. It was my responsibility as your teacher.".raiders came from Wathort.

Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then used her.But a year or so later he saw Diamond out in the back garden with his playmate Rose. The

children.wood over a little fall of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy.Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed

themselves rulers of Earthsea. Their.coals. Irioth accepted the bowl and spoon she handed him and sat down on the settle. The cat.almost immeasurable differences. One

of these differences may be, or may be indicated by, the lack."The Patterner sent for us," said the Master Herbal. He looked uncomfortable. Noticing a clump of."He lived

here," Dory said, a glimmer of pride breaking a moment through her helpless pain. "The.knelt by the loud-running water, but an otter slipped into it and was gone..have the

strength in me to stop the man when he fled, nor the wits to send anyone after him. And.not yet seen its true goal. I very strongly advise that you not take that risk. Write

your.his hand on it. "This is clever," he said. "But who is it? A newcomer, I think." He sniffed.confused..separately. They did not even hold it against me that I got Olaf to

rebel (because if it had not been
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