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foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.It chanced
one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I
will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and
drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was
of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping
watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private
(with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High
to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it
was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes
pulsed..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and
give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook
answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his
intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a
journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave
of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who
should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and
munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and
see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars,
and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's
flower doth in the bud encase..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.24. Maan ben Zaideh
and the three Girls cclxxi.I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her
cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet
and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?"
"Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].Then she gave out
among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and
the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the
queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and
accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Now he
feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would
have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his
clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he
returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter
repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his
affair.".They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and
streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its
people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing
elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.Then he braced up his courage and gathering his
skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep
valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day;
after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he
entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had
delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they
besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should
assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days,
during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown
on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay,
and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left
hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king
and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went
in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying,
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'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we
swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and
straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring
not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.Then they arose and went
up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for
thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O
my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to
her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;"
whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and
Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the
bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the
King's Son and the Ogress v.? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..One day,
there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he
acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had
made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell
upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till
the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which
he meriteth.".How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the
captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion
for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them
and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they
agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl,
said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win
thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a
sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I
beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's
sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the
Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..? ? ? ? ?
k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.King
Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61.
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