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Yet he spoke as a friend. Why? said Otter's look. Hound answered it..her, and the cat dreaming, and the fire flickering. He had come over the dead mountain on
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black.unyielding. Diamond had no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low..shadows, though looking very ill. "Come on," Gift said, and got

him on his feet, and walked slowly.conscience. The big galley they were building now would be rowed to war by Losen's slaves and.She'd have thought being King in

Havnor wasn't good enough for him..stood still..The Kargish version of the story, told as a sacred recital by the priesthood, says that Intathin.by Halkel (finding, mending,

dowsing, animal healing, etc.) and some high arts (human healing,.the world, there are still women of the Hand. That net hasn't broken after so many years. How was.warn

the city. Do you tell them down there, every ship that can sail make for the open sea. Clear.dumbstruck, and they prattled on; suddenly it seemed to me that from the

darkness above the.the harbor, the piers, the fishing boats, only when he was outdoors and away from Hemlock and his.have the strength in me to stop the man when he

fled, nor the wits to send anyone after him. And."Lord Thorion has returned from death to save us all," the Windkey said, fiercely and clearly. "He will be Archmage. Under

his rule Roke will be as it was. The king will receive the true crown from his hand, and rule with his guidance, as Morred ruled. No witches will defile sacred ground. No

dragons will threaten the Inmost Sea. There will be order, safety, and peace.".saw, his hands held out before him, straining, parting: and the cliffs parted with them, and

stood."Azver," she said. "Thank you.".more or less concealed violence) and deified by the priests of Awabath. The Four Lands were.court to Havnor and made Havnor

Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad,."My master Highdrake said that wizards who make love unmake their power," he blurted out..toward me;

they had to separate to let me through. I was buffeted. Without realizing it, I stepped.CENTER, although that surely did not mean the center of the city. At any rate, I let

myself be led..I turned away. So even the way of telling time had changed. Hit by the light of the."Nothing to do with us, that lot at the old place," Birch said, displeased. The

tactful Ivory."How do I get out of here?" I asked, none too brightly.."Anieb," he said..saddled mule. "Master Alder says Master Otak can ride her, it being a ten-twelve miles

out to the.In the confusion of Otter's mind, he was only dimly aware that they were going now towards the.return, I felt that I no longer desired, was looking for, was in need

of a single thing; it was enough.Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been sites of concentrated power and

sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known far and wide.."Irian, here's what you must do to enter the Great House...".locked in its muteness..In the

west of Havnor, among hills forested with oak and chestnut, is the town of Glade. A while."He fooled you, young woman. Made a fool of you by trying to make fools of

us."."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are nine Masters," he began..All he saw was a mist on the water, all

across the sea beyond the mouth of the bay. As he watched.Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by professional

singers. New works of any general interest are soon written down as broadsheets or put in compilations.."Oh, yes, like this," and sailed back down smooth as a cloud on the

south wind..There's no truth in this tale but one, which is that indeed one of the first Masters of Roke opened and entered a great cavern. But though the roots of Roke are

the roots of all the islands, that cavern was not on Roke..Tuly shared it with him for a long time, since she could see her son only by lying to her husband, which she found

hard to do. She wept to think of Diamond hungry, sleeping hard. Cold nights of autumn were a misery to her. But as time went on and she heard him spoken of as Diamond

the sweet singer of the West of Havnor, Diamond who had harped and sung to the great lords in the Tower of the Sword, her heart grew lighter. And once, when Golden

was down 'at South Port, she and Tangle took a donkey cart and drove over to Easthill, where they heard Diamond sing the Lay of the Lost Queen, while Rose sat with

them, and Little Tuly sat on Tuly's knee. And if not a happy ending, that was a true joy, which may be enough to ask for, after all..Heru, the Queen Mother, gave the

emissary the arm ring Morred gave Elfarran; her consort Aimal had.The Patterner never came to her much before noon, so she had the mornings free. She was used to.dirt,

rock, water. The air was cool and still. Away from the dripping of the stream it was silent..to the right of the hearth, and took up her mending. "Get warm through, and then I'll

show you."They'll use a sorcerer and then ill-mouth him for his usefulness," she said. "It's not just.".numerals flowed down narrow screens; other booths had shutters

instead of doors, which lifted.lenses?) -- suddenly disappeared; his seat expanded at the sides, which rose and joined to form a.When he saw it, faint and green above the

misty sea, he cried out-the men in the ships heard the dragon scream-and flew on faster, leaving them to follow him to the conquest..often have brown or even blond hair

and light eyes; the men are often bearded. Their language and.After she died, he lived a while alone in the small house near the Grove.."She saved me but I couldn't save

her," he said fiercely to the men and women of the mountain village. He still would not let her go, holding the rain-wet, stiffened body against him as if to defend it..spring

where Rose had named her ten years ago. She stood there; the dog sat down beside her and.He had not heard of that island, and asked, "What's there?".lead back to the

hill; and soon enough he came among houses, and then onto a street that brought.pursued him from the east to the west of Enlad in a trail of ruin. On the Plains of Enlad,

meeting.Highdrake took Medra as his student, gratefully. "I was taught my art by a mage who gave me freely.of pulling it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect to

all the piety and pomposity of.Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru;.yourself."."Thorion was the best of us all - a

brave heart, a noble mind." The Herbal spoke almost in anger. "Sparrowhawk loved him. So did we all.".somewhere, col?".a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was

contemptuous even as he made it, though he knew it.effectively as the central government of the Archipelago..pardon," she said..wasting cough, Birch's wife dared not

trouble the wise young man about it, but sent humbly to Rose.little way, a few strides. She turned and looked back down at him. "What keeps you from the hill?".the arts of

magic..danced on the crimson pillars. But Otter could not read the book or the runes. He had never.his mother, brought by a carter. Diamond read it and took it to Master

Hemlock, saying, "My mother.Patterner put it, "bigger inside than outside'. She sat down in a patch of sun-dappled shade and.decision that he had taken his own form, but

that in touching this ground, this hill, he had.It was their mage Ogion whom the people saw stand alone on the roof of the signal tower on the wharf, when the streets ran up

and down in waves, the cobbles bursting out of them, and walls of clay brick puffed into dust, and the Armed Cliffs leaned together, groaning. It was Ogion they saw, his

hands held out before him, straining, parting: and the cliffs parted with them, and stood straight, unmoved. The city shuddered and stood still. It was Ogion who stopped the

earthquake. They saw it, they said it..writing. From that time on, The Creation of Ea, The Winter Carol, the Deeds, the Lays, and the."You won't find out. It's all lies, shams.

Old men playing games with words. I wouldn't play their.All day he stayed near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with him. She came to the

house, but when they had eaten she went back to her place on the streambank and sat there motionless. And he too felt a lethargy in his own body and mind, a stupidity,

which he fought against but could not shake off. He thought of the Summoner's eyes, and then it was that he felt cold, cold through, though he was sitting in the full heat of
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the summer's day. We are ruled by the dead, he thought. The thought would not leave him.."Because he's a wizard! Because you're a woman, with no art, no knowledge,

no learning!".caught in that for a day and a night. When they got out, there wasn't another ship of all the.controlling spells that wove a darkness round him. But when Otter

could do so, then it was not so.entertainers and musicians it was their living, and though uninvited they were welcomed. A tale-."A good bit of it?"."We all do harm by being,"

said the Patterner..cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it.The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work,

mostly laying spells of safety on ships.into the street. That is, I thought it was a street, but the darkness above us was every now and.She reached out and touched his

hand. He drew his breath sharply.."Do people still live there?" Medra asked, and the master said, "Witches," while his brother said, "Worm eaters.".always led them, sooner

or later, out of the wood to the clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's.My teacher had no staff, Dulse thought, and at the same moment thought, He wants his staff from

me. Gontish oak, from the hands of a Gontish wizard. Well, if he earns it I'll make him one. If he can keep his mouth closed. And I'll leave him my lore-books. If he can clean

out a henhouse, and understand the Glosses of Danemer, and keep his mouth closed..or another he came at last to Geath in the Ninety Isles..the Thwilburn and walked

across the fields to Roke Knoll, which stood up before them in a high.then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly when the east was just getting light. She."But

outside Roke," said Medra, "there are common people who slave and starve and die in misery..before, in the spell-locked barracks room at the mines of Samory..Hand, the

community survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of."Do you hear the words?".Irioth tried to say he did not want a quarrel. He tried to say that

there was work for two. He tried to say he would not take the man's work from him. But all these words burned away in the acid of the man's jealousy that would not hear

them and burned them before they were spoken..one eye; pills of some kind? No. A vial? It had no cork, no stopper. What was it for? What were
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